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George Bellingtier remembers the 

nurse's words as vividly as if they 
had been spoken today, not 58 years 
ago. 

"You're on your own, George. 
Don't ask help from anyone. 
You've lost an arm, but you can 

, do whatever is needed yourself." 
And then, George recalls, "she 

-threw me an orange. 'Start on this, 
peel it,"' she said. "It took me quite 
a while, but I did." 

THE TINY BAYARD, NEB., (pop. 
1,500) hospital where this scene uo-

- folded in 1924 was closed many years 
ago, and Bellingtier doesn't remem
ber the name of the nurse. But the 
74-year-old Fort Dodger has never 
forgotten the best bit of advice he
ever received. 
' "I lost my right arm in a hunting 
accident near Minatare, Neb., when 
I was hunting ducks with a friend," 
he recalls. "The charge from the 
shotgun hit the muscle and shattered 
the bone near the armpit. 

"Gangrene set in and the doctor at 
the Bayard hospital said it was 
either the arm or my life. That 
wasn't much of a choice, and the 
arm was amputated." 

After nine weeks of hospitalization, 
George went back to the Scottsbluff, 
Neb., farm where he helped his 
father and younger brother in all 
types of work. More farming in 



South Dakota and business college 
training, office work and 26 years in 
a packing house job in Fort Dodge 
followed l;>efore he retired, at age 62, 
in 1970. 

THIS QUESTION came up as we 
reminisced with George early this 
week over his interesting unusual 
life, which includes a half century of 

, .. : bowling on lanes in Fort Dodge, 
throughout the state and nation: 

"What has been your biggest hand
icap in living from youth to adult
hood with only one arm?" 

The reply came emphatically, 
without hesitation: "None!" 

Some jobs may take a little longer 
to do. Some situations may call for 
careful planning and thinking out, 
perhaps some ingenuity. The tech
niques employed by a one-armed 
man often vary from those who have 
the normal complement. 

"BUT I'VE ALWAYS been able to 
figure out how to do what needs to be 
done, or what I want to do," George 
says. "I've always remembered 
what that nurse told me a few weeks 
after I lost my arm. I was right 
hand d and had to learn to write, 
eat, row .. everything ... with my 
left." 

Driving a car? No problem, even 
with the old Model T which called for 
attention to steering wheel and hand
manipulated gas and choke levers. 
"When I drove the stick-shifts, I 

See GEORGE, page 2 

-Messenger photo by Fred Larson 

GEORGE BELLINGTIER 

'What handicap?' 

(More About) 
GEORGE-

<Continued from Page 1) 
reached between spokes of the steer
ing wheel and shifted while keeping 
controlof the car," George says. "It 
was a big help to me when the 
automatic shift came into use." 

George and a pal sauntered up the 
stairs to the old Frost Bowling Alley, 
above the Chas. A. Brown Clothing 
Store, one night in 1932 to try their 
hands at bowling, and the game has 
been his favorite pastime ever since. 
His participation in local, state and 
national tournaments and his years 
as an officer of state and national 
associations qualify him for Fort 
Dodge's unofficial "Mr. Bowler" 
title. 

CONSIDER THIS BIT of statistical 
information·. George has bowled in: 

• 36 state tournaments, 32 of them ' 
consecutively 0945-76). : 

• 7 national <ABC) tournaments - ' 
beginning at Detroit in 1948 and 1 

continuing to St. Paul (twice), Mil
waukee, Chicago, Des Moines, Syra- l 
""Cuse, N.Y., and Columbus, Ohio. 1 

• 42 city tournaments (he was I 
singles, doubles and all-events win- l 
ner in 1968). 

• 18 state senior tournaments (all 
of them - he helped found the senior 
association in Iowa.> 

He's in bowling's Fort Dodge Hall 
of Fame (1965 selection), the Iowa 
State Senior Hall of Fame (1969) and 
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George married :Mildred Carey of 
Alta in 1935 and Utey had three 
children: Mrs. Clifford <Sharon) 
Perkins, Fort Dodge; Gary, an all
around star athlete at Senior High, 
who now lives in Grand Island, Neb., 
and Dennis, York, Pa. He has four 
grandchildren. 

Mildred died of cancer in 1972 and 
in 1973 George married Stella La
tham, a native of Boone. They live at 
2055 6th Ave. N . 

His mother died in 1963, and his 
brother AI died in 1979. AI, who 
worked for Klinger Construction, 
Sioux City, on the Tobin plant in 
1932, received labor union card No. 1 
and worked for Tobin's and later 
Hormel's. 

"I've never had any desire to see 
the country I was born, and that's 
partly because mother always told 
us: 'Don't go back. This is your 
country, and it's the best one in the 
world.' She was right. It's been a 
·wonderful country for all or us. I've 
had more flin all my life than I can 
shake a stick at...'' Or throw a 
bowling ball at! 

- Walter B. Stevens, Editor 


